
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 11.25.2019 
 

• How do you typically respond to the beggars you see in our community? 

 

BIG IDEA – Jesus wants me to worship Him by praising Him thankfully and 
obeying Him completely.   
 
Luke 17:11-19 
11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as 
he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their 
voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, 
“Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 
and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then 
Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; 
your faith has made you well.”  
 

• What was life like for a leper in that culture? 
Is there anything in our culture that ostracizes people the way leprosy did then?  
  

• How did Jesus respond to the leper in Luke 5:11-14? How was that different from the 
ten lepers he encounters in Luke 17? Why do think he might have responded 
differently? 
 

• Jesus treated the ten lepers as if they had already been healed. He wanted to know if 
they trusted Him enough to believe they were healed. They had no evidence to go on 
other than His Word, but they acted on His Word.  This is what the Bible calls “faith.” 
What does Jesus want you to believe about yourself that he says is already true?  
 

• The ten lepers cried out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” What causes you to cry 
out for Jesus’ mercy? 
 

When “Thank You!” Means “You Win!”  
 



• In the culture of that time, if someone did something for another, the person wouldn’t 
expect them to say thank you. They expected a gift in return. The culture of honor and 
shame created a climate of each person trying to outdo the other in acts of generosity. 
To say “thank you” essentially implied that one would not return the favor. When he 
returned to Jesus, the healed leper fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving thanks. He was 
essentially saying, “You win! I can’t compete with this!”  He could never repay the 
Master for the gift of healing. Biblical gratitude is our worshipful response to the God 
who blesses us with what can never be repaid. What blessings fill your heart with 
biblical gratitude?  
 

• Verse 17 notes that the leper who returned to thank Jesus was a Samaritan. Why did 
the author feel it was important to note his nationality?  
 

• Ten lepers were healed, but only one was cleansed of his sin.  
Ten lepers had the faith to be healed physically; only one had the faith to be healed 
spiritually.  
Faith can be skin deep or it can go to the heart. What makes the difference? 


