
 
 

  

  SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Week of 10.4.20 
 

The Big Idea: A united identity in Christ the strength of our union in Christ! 
 
Randy’s message on identity challenged us to consider the big picture and the questions that 
come to mind when we think about identity. Who am I? How did I get here? Why am I here? 
How does this end? Identity is about self-awareness; self-understanding. Your identity frames 
what you do; it communicates who you are; and it sets the agenda for your life choices. Your 
identity drives your life; it provides the energy and motivation behind our activities. Your 
identity is the well from which life is directed and sustained. If you know who you are, if you 
know what you must do, and if your identity is healthy, there’s a confidence that leads to 
action. We live out of our identity. (Snodgrass 2018, Kindle 199) 
 
The three areas of focus Randy brought out in his message spoke to the strength of our Union 
in Christ. It is our Strength of identity; Story of identity; and the Savior of our identity. 
 
In verse one of 1 Corinthians, chapter 1, Paul speaks with strength and confidence. He 
identifies himself in relationship to God. 
 

1. How do you identify your relationship in Christ to others with whom you come in 
contact? 

 
Just as God called, appointed, and elected Paul as his apostolic ambassador to speak/live on 
behalf of Christ. He has called each of us, to a life of service to and for him. Paul understood 
this and it bolstered his confidence about his relationship in Christ. God has uniquely 
positioned us throughout the community in so many different areas, such as work, school, 
neighborhood, and so many other areas. 
 

2. How do you use your position, whatever it is, to glorify Jesus Christ? 
 
 

A United Identity in Christ -- I Corinthians 1:1-9 



 
 
 
Paul told the story of his identity and walked in his calling in the midst of the dark, pagan 
background of Corinth. The people responded to Paul’s preaching and the Word of God 
changed lives.  
 

3. Despite the circumstances around us are we ready and equipped with the story of our 
identity to speak a word to those around us? If you are comfortable share your story in 
Christ with the group? 

 
The Corinthians’ story was a story of identities that did not align with God, but Paul reminded 
them who they were in Christ. He reminded them of God’s Grace, of how God has sanctified 
them, and what it means to be sanctified. To sanctify = God’s lifelong process of cleaning me 
up so that I am a useful instrument in his hand. To sanctify = what God does to train me so 
that I am equipped and educated and skilled so that I am able to participate in HIS 
KINGDOM ENTERPRISE. And . . . to sanctify is what GOD DOES to see to it that I will arrive 
where He wants me to be! GUILTLESS! 
 

4. As a child of God do you still allow the past (before Christ) to identify you or do you 
walk in the Grace that God has freely given to you? Explain. 

 
We are who God’s Word says we are. At physical birth we were given an identity. Now we 
have a new spiritual identity. You are not who the world says you are. You are not who YOU 
say you are. You are who God says you are! In Christ, called. In Christ, sanctified. In Christ, 
given grace and peace. In Christ, I am enriched with learning. In Christ, I have every gift God 
wants me to have to do what God wants me to do. In Christ, I am sustained through every 
trial in this life. Every difficulty. Every hardship. 
 


