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United in Christ –  
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-23 
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 
each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters 
is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will 
receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's 
building. 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 
else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation 
other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If 
the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's 
temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool 
that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the 
wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” So let 
no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or 
death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

Big idea: God wants our leadership to pay attention to IDENTITY, QUALITY, AND SECURITY.  
 
Summary: Unity does not happen automatically. If we are not attentive to staying unified, we will drift, 
much like a car drifts when you take your hand off the steering wheel. Intentionality is key. Paul wrote 1 
Corinthians to a church that had drifted into division, factions centered around preferred church leaders. 
Our text for this week focuses in on the kind of leadership that keeps a church united in Christ. The three 
factors Randy identified were identity, quality, and security. 
 

• Who is Paul? Apollos? Cephas? Paul uses 3 word pictures in this passage: farmland, a building, 
and a temple. In each of these examples, who are Paul, Apollos, and Cephas? Who gives the 
growth?  

o Corinthians were very much into what we would call “celebrity culture”, and this way of 
thinking had seeped into the church, affecting how the church viewed their leaders. 
Discuss the parallels between the Corinthian culture and our own. What kinds of 
“celebrities” do be prop up and coalesce around? 

o Randy stated that “good leaders know their place”. According to this passage, what place 
should leaders hold? How does that translate into your own relationships and vocations? 
How would others characterize your leadership? 



•  In verse 10, Paul says, “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it.” What kind of materials best fit for this 
foundation? What kind of quality should they consist of? 
 
Read verses 11-17 together. There are two types of materials listed in this passage: imperishable 
and perishable. As Randy stated, these verses are not about our salvation, but about “building a 
Christian community with quality materials.  

o Randy named a few examples of “quality materials”, like study the Word for authorial 
intent; applying that truth to our lives; how we deal with conflict, and how we work 
though difficult passages of Scripture. Talk about ways we can strengthen our church 
and each other in these areas. 

o Paul talks about three types of leaders in this passage: skilled leaders that build with 
imperishable materials; leaders who build with perishable materials; and reckless leaders 
who intentional damage the church. The third type is the most dangerous and faces the 
severest consequences. What are some ways we can guard ourselves against reckless 
leaders? How can we help support and encourage leaders whose service builds up the 
church? 

• In verse 16, we are called “God’s temple”. We are both collectively and individually the dwelling 
place of the Holy Spirit.  

o How does this truth change the way you see yourself? How does it change the way you 
see our church? How you see all believers, no matter where they are?  

o We should find enormous peace and security in the knowledge that we are field, the 
building – the holy temple of the Lord. This truth means that our security lies in King 
Jesus, who is enthroned forever. What are some of the things that we seek security from 
apart from Christ? How can we encourage one another to seek our security in Christ, not 
in worldly wisdom or leaders?  


