
 

Christ’s Reconciling Work  

 What does the start of a new year represent to you? 

 

BIG IDEA – We are called to join Christ’s transformational work in reconciling the 

world to God.  

SCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 

Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, 

who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, 

in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

 In verse 17 Paul says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come.” The Corinthians believers thought that they 

would become a new creation at the end times, but Paul tells them that begins NOW.  

God is making us new. We’re not there yet, but God is making us new. What does that 

statement mean?  

 

Do you have challenges embracing the “already, but not yet”? Why or why not? 

 

 The Corinthians gained their value through self-promotion. As Christians, our standard 

must be each person is valued so much that Jesus died for them. We are valued because 

Jesus died for us! Our value is immeasurable! How does our culture determine the value 

of people?  

 

What are the results of society telling us who we are and what we are worth to them? 

 



 Christians in America are experiencing a great division in the church. Accusations are 

hurled at those who disagree with personal opinions. Judgements of personal value are 

made based on who the person is voting for or who they choose to love. Scripture is used 

to defend both sides of conflicting positions. How does this behavior align with the 

sacrifice Jesus made for each one of us?  

 

How do you contribute to or rise above this animosity towards other Christians? 

 

 Paul tells the Corinthians they are “ambassadors for Christ.” Ambassadors are given 

special assignments. They represent the sender and share the sender’s authority. Their 

message is, “Be reconciled to God. God loves you and wants you to come home.” Do we 

as modern day Christians still have the assignment of “ambassadors for Christ”? 

 

How can we fulfill our assignment as ambassadors?  

 

 As Christ’s ambassadors, our job is to tell God’s message to the audience we are sent to.  

But, we often make our jobs harder and take on work that isn’t necessary. In what ways 

do we make our work harder?  

 

 At times, God sends us to share his message with people we may want to avoid –

someone whose position, politics, or personality make it hard for us to see them as Jesus 

does. While we may want to avoid them; God wants us to embrace them. How do we 

respond to what God has asked us to do?  

 

 As we begin this New Year, God is calling us to a life of purpose that rests not on our 

abilities but on what Jesus has done for humankind. What changes do you need to make 

in your life in order to fulfill God’s purpose for you?  

 

Close in prayer 


