
 
 

 
 

  

Easter Week Devotional 
 

By Diane Buller 

And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you make it a den of robbers.” Matthew 21:12-13 
  
Located in Old Jerusalem, the Western Wall, or the Wailing Wall as it’s sometimes 
called, is the only remains from the Second Temple. One can even look at this holy site 
24/7 on a web cam. A sacred, stirring space. Quiet. Reverent. Following tradition, I 
tucked my tiny folded prayers between the massive stones when I visited, confident 
my Intercessor had already heard my prayers. The book of Hebrews tells us much 
about Jesus, our Messiah, Mediator, and High Priest. The temple scene described in 
the gospels is a polar opposite to “the house of prayer” that Jesus references.  
 
The Passover celebration was coming, and the temple area was crowded with 
thousands of out-of-town visitors coming to worship God. They had come to offer 
sacrifices during Passover. The setting seemed more like an open market free-for-all! 
Merchants happily sold animals to the people who lived too far away to bring their 
own. In fact, the price for the sacrificial animals was higher in the temple area than 
other places. Also, the people needed to pay the temple tax with temple coins, the 

MONDAY: TROUBLE IN THE TEMPLE 
 



only money merchants would accept. Foreigners who didn’t have the local currency 
had to pay the exorbitant rate that the money-changers charged.  
 
This wasn’t the first time Jesus had gotten angry and cleared the temple. Jesus knew 
the dishonesty and greedy hearts of the money changers and merchants, especially on 
temple grounds. Jesus wanted them to have pure hearts.  
 
Consider beginning your day with Psalm 51:10-12 as a prayer “Create in me a pure 
heart, O God…” Or Psalm 19:14, “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” (NIV)  
 
Often on Sundays, as I leave the Worship Center at WRCC, I’ve seen a man with his 
hand on the shoulder of another man, heads bowed, by café tables. Or two women 
holding hands and praying by the mail boxes. Often a member of the staff is praying 
with someone. Maybe a person asks for prayer or offers to pray with the other. I’ve 
experienced both sides. Let us never stop being a “house of prayer.” 
 
PRAYER POINTS 
Pray for a reverent spirit as we journey through this Holy Week.  
Is your home a home of prayer? Take a prayer walk through your home and/or walk 
around it. Dedicate it for His good and glory, if you never have.  

 
 

 
 


